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Fowler, Helen The Intruder 
Morrow. Feb. 25, 1953. 248p. $3.00. 

The intruder the story, Paul Quentin, breaks into 
the lives his best friend’s family, the Carmichaels. 
Adrian Carmichael and Paul had been captured the 
Japs together with whole lot other Australians 
fighting the war the Pacific. Adrian, doctor, was 
tortured death for his over-zealous efforts help 
the sick and dying captives. Paul, too, has suffered 
quite bit. fact, ever since the bomb exploded 
near him the eve liberation, has been given 
fits trembling, sudden onset tears, painful 
compulsion remind himself something. other 
times, calm, self-possessed, man with cool 
approach the objective reality things. Paul 
occasionally psycho but always likeable. 


His intrusion upon the Carmichaels shocks them out 
all kinds emotionally stupid ruts. Take Megan Car- 
michael, for instance, the daughter who has just won 
scholarship Oxford. She imagines 
mantically love with Julian Kyles, one those hen- 
pecked artists who need “understanding” after they 
reach forty. Megan brings Paul visit the Kyleses. 
Actually, she only using Paul excuse get 
talk Julian, tell him that she going refuse 
the scholarship order near him. her roman- 
tic dream she envisions herself voluntary immolation 
the altar love. 


Paul meets the Kyles family. sees Mrs. Kyles flutter 
and squawk over her invalided son Alec, with all the 
fuss and feathers neurotic hen. Domination her 
forte and both Julian and Alec are imprisoned the 
sheer hysteria her attention. Alec, coddled and 
blanketed, Paul says simply and clearly: lot 
common: you’re prisoner, too, but have 
fight harder than did escape; and you’re caught 
trying, brought back and tortured, just 
were—only more refined way, course. But 
had the choice, give the Japs any time; I’m not 
sure now, that they are the most ruthless people the 
world.” 


Symbolically, Alec gets and goes his room 
himself, without taking his hot milk and nose drops. 
Mrs. Kyles screams her frustration, accuses Megan 
ringing madman into her home. Julian just stands 
there like the spent creature that is, and when Mrs. 
Kyles appeals him for the truth, tells her, sub- 
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mits to, she wants hear. Needless say, 
when Megan looks Julian with eyes, the idol 
the pedestal begins display rather prominent 
clay feet. Her immolation looks immature and the 
gleaming altar sacrifice suddenly seems like the stone 
futility itself. The next day, Megan announces her 
acceptance the scholarship, and later helps Alec 
the country work for Paul’s parents 
arm. 


For all his illness, Paul brings light and wisdom wher- 
ever goes. Lives are straightened, hope given, 
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new focus and new strength follows wherever people 
are involved with him. even helps Anthea, the 
wife who had been unfaithful Adrian, helps her 
deal with the cheap blackmailer who had caught her 
spell madness. Paul knew the story from Adrian 
—there was that letter Anthea had written way 
confession. What Anthea did not know, what the 
Carmichaels and one else knew, was the fact that 
Paul felt compelled strangle Anthea’s children. 
Adrian seemed obsess his dreams, demand that 
never forget, not for moment, the mission ven- 
geance had accomplish. 


The Intruder wonderful story, healthy for all its 
immersion psychopathology, progressively tightening 
suspense despite the leisurely pace its teliing. 
went through three quick editions when published 
Australia and should very well received here, al- 
though the fact its ending fairly happily might lessen 
its lending library value. Miss Fowler tells inter- 
esting tale, without commotion but with fine believable 
logic her balance incident and emotion. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Katkov, Norman The Fabulous Fanny 
Knopf. Feb. 16, 1953. 337p. $3.95. 


Norman Katkov met Miss Fanny Brice only once before 
her death few years ago. was impressed her 
dignity, her verve, her discriminating taste decorating 
her home; but hardly prepared assigned the task 
writing her biography. This Mr. Katkov’s state- 
ment, disarmingly modest, his preface this life 
story one the American theatre’s really great 
comediennes. would have the assistance the notes 
Miss Brice had been compiling for her “memoirs.” 
There were, surviving her, many her closest asso- 
ciates, her brother and her sister, and (this came 
surprise this reader) her Nicky Arnstein. 
Mr. Katkov set about his task with will and real 
skill. The result fascinatingly varied, touchingly 
appreciative biography that should delight all adult 
readers; particularly all those who had the good fortune 
witness Fanny Brice’s wonderfully funny appear- 
ances the “Follies,” the vaudeville; 
any the millions who found delight her portrayal 
the impish Baby Snooks via radio for years and years. 


Fanny Brice was born Frances Borach. She changed 
her name Brice after her resourceful mother left, “for 
good and all,” her spendthrift bartender father, Pinochle 
Charlie Borach, and moved from Newark Brooklyn, 
taking the three children, Carolyn, Fanny and Lew, 
with her. John Brice was Irish friend the family 
and Fanny had promised him that one day she would 
take his name hers. This she did when applying for 
job sweeper, ticket-taker and pianist movie- 
theater Third Avenue and 83rd Street after youth- 
ful success series amateur nights. She was sent 
“back the kitchen” tears George Cohan, early 
the rehearsals one that master’s 
landed job the chorus line pre-Minsky burlesque; 
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fought her way specialty song, caught the eye 
Flo Ziegfeld and from then was star. 


Lew Brice tells Fanny’s childhood. (The whole 
family adopted Fanny’s surname her request.) was 
frenzied, comic, somewhat rapscallion. Carolyn Saul, 
her sister, continues the story her early days. Then 
Ida Cantor, long-time friend, and Trixie Wilson (once 
Follies beauty) recalls Fanny’s first foolishly inno- 
cent marriage barber Frank White. Eddie Cantor 
then takes the story. Nicky Arnstein himself ap- 
pears; and his account differs from Fanny’s own recol- 
lections Nicky’s careless love, his feckless gambling 
and too-optimistic schemes. Polly Moran, Ann Pen- 
nington, George Cukor, John Cromwell, Phil Rapp, 
Ben Hecht, Frank Perls, Everett Freeman, Katherine 
Hepburn add the story the years. And so, too, 
does Billy Rose—Fanny’s third and last husband—who 
wearied being known Mr. Brice. 


What shines through all the accounts, most them 
deeply affectionate, woman who was shrewd, gen- 
erous, ribald, honest; woman with marvelous sense 
the grotesque, tremendous vitality, enormous 
talent for comedy, almost unerring instinctive good 
taste. doubt anyone can recall any occasion which, 
the stage the air, Fanny Brice gave offense. 
“Two things don’t think are funny, least never 
could funny about, are sex and religion,” she said 
often and earnestly. 


Mr. Katkov’s method, letting those who knew her 
best tell the story Fanny Brice, refreshingly different 
and gives shrewdly observed sketches the people she 
knew and who knew her. congratulated 
for having done well one who deserved well. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Cecil, Algernon House Bryanston Square 
Harcourt-Brace. Dec. 30, 1952. 360p. $5.00. 

“Here but little genre-painting chamber-music 
designed, prove fortunate, enable man remi- 
niscent the fireside recover, from sunset-touch 
falling upon picture the wall, the recollection 
high altitudes, through the striking some chord 
upon harp viol the echo songs longer heard.” 
Even this modest disclaimer greatness 
work, House Bryanston Square, the urbane 
ner and the cadenced prose the author are evident. 
Yet this work one which required years for the writ- 
ing; first, the years preparation scholarship and 
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experience which gave Algernon Cecil his well-docu- 
mented background and his facile pen, and then the 
years after 1933, when the memory the death 
“Allegra” was less poignant. This work, which the 
first American edition under review, appeared 
England 1944. The accumulated scholarship and 
winnowed wisdom which went into its making were 
available more than decade ago, but “Allegra” had 
been the atuhor’s wife for the ten years preceding her 
death, and, informed the lady whom the vol- 
ume dedicated, could not bring himself write 
his wife until Time’s healing had done its work. 


“Allegra” had been Lady Guendolen Osbourne, radi- 
ant and refined person who charmed with her gracious- 
ness many besides her husband, the footnote 
198 testifies. The description and characterization 
“Allegra” the second chapter are marked with the 
same restraint tone that runs through the entire 
work, but apparent nevertheless that the author 
handling thoughts which often lie too deep for tears. 
All that writes his wife makes appear that 
the phrase, “sweetness and light,” had not already been 
appropriated Swift, Algernon Cecil would have 
coined characterize the lady his house Bryan- 
ston Square. 


Although “Allegra” appears briefly many sections 
the work and discussed length the second chap- 
ter, for the most part this volume devoted intimate 
reminiscence and reflection great variety sub- 
jects, are advised the “Preface.” Using the 
structure and division the house the Square 
cadre for his chapters recollections, Cecil introduces 
history, ancient and modern, family biography, thoughts 
philosophies half dozen schools, imaginary con- 
versations with such men Rabelais (appropriately as- 
signed the and Montaigne, exposition 
the mind and heart Pascal, essays Judaism and 
Christianity, and with gesture worthy Cyrano, 
tribute Our Lady’s Regency medieval times. 


The house Bryanston Square was demolished 
direct bomb-hit the recent war, and Cecil, the his- 
torian, Oxford scholar, man government and ob- 
server mankind, had little but memories left. What 
has done with them create small masterpiece, 
not unlike The Education Henry Adams, but with 
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firm Catholic strain. Memory has not failed the man 
who can recall from great wealth learning Pascal’s 
remark about history and the length Cleopatra’s 
nose, and Marlowe’s classic reference the face 
Helen Troy that launched thousand ships. The 
dying cry Woodrow Wilson, “We are winning,” and 
casual allusion Winston Churchill Buonaparte, 
making seem that honored the Corsican what 
abominated the Germans, are likewise remem- 
bered, along with hundreds other learned quotations 
and pointed references. Yet this pot-pourri 
culled flowers rhetoric and taffeta phrases. There 
throughout most this book solid disquisition 
philosophies that have guided misled man, and the 
author’s lucid style, with flashes humor and light 
irony, cannot relieve the reader the burden close 
attention each word the fine-meshed thought 
grasped. This the work matured scholar, 
intellectual aristocrat who seems have chosen con- 
sistently seek the best, philosophy, religion, 
culture. would probably insist that found the 
best incarnate “Allegra.” 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Brady, Leo Signs and Wonders 
Dutton. Feb. 16, 1953. 253p. $3.00. 


Mr. Bardy’s first novel, The Edge Doom, winner 
Christopher award, appeared 1949. Later was 
produced motion picture Samuel Goldwyn. 
This reviewer did not see the picture and thus not 
position judge whether the two-dimensional limita- 
tions the cinema had affected the movement 
plot which was extraordinarily livened depth 
characterization and well-contrived suspense. These 
qualities were noteworthy the earlier book and made 
good novel. 


Mr. Brady’s newest venture, Signs and Wonders, 
better its character portraits, and the unfolding 
the plot more expertly done. This mark ar- 
tistry, inasmuch the author does not have the same 
material murder and pursuit was hand The 
Edge Doom. His plot consists ordinary actions 
American Catholic home, and the denouement 
the narrative reposes series domestic crises. 


Andrew Carnahan, prominent Catholic layman, resi- 
dent quality section Foxhall, Virginia, father 
lively family and co-proprietor flourishing lumber 
business, has dominant pride which serves upset the 
tranquil routine his daily life. some unfathomed re- 
cess his mind sense quasi-Calvinistic predilec- 
tion which makes Andrew more expectant Divine in- 
tervention the settlement his problems rather than 
the seeking solution with the mutual assistance 
his wife and children. the title infers, Andrew looks 
for signs and wonders from above, when God would 
rather have common-sense judgment from his servant. 


The routine pattern daily life, with its concomitant 
aspirations and plans, broken within relatively short 
period time. Andrew finds himself slipping from his 
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“prominent Catholic layman” status through dearth 
invitations participate parochial and diocesan 
affairs. His son returns home from the seminary and 
announces that his vocation has disappeared. Another 
son’s marriage goes the rocks, just the youngest 
daughter becomes interested young Jewish boy with 
agnostic learnings. Only the eldest daughter, Mary, 
with her brood four, represent the familiar solidity 
the past. 


The crux the story’s interest lies Andrew’s at- 
tempts solve these unexpected riddles, first his 
own and then God’s way. not exactly happy 
story, but one told extremely well. The technique 
Leo Brady makes finely-told story readers. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New lersey, 


Helen and True Love 
Harcourt-Brace. 1953. 317p. $3.50. 


The breath-tightening suspense that has become Mac- 
Innes trademark sends out only occasional ripple 
her present novel. For several reasons the plot does 


not warrant the edge-of-the-chair fascination which the 
author has created competently before. One the 
causes basic moral weakness that gives the whole 
thing the instability pack cards; another lack 
acuteness the character lines and motives. 


Like its predecessor, Neither Five Nor Three, the story 


deals with Communist infiltration. But though 
carries more personal tragedy, does not convey the 
same sense shattering realism the previous book. 
leaves the impression having been too hastily and 
rather carelessly put together. 


The setting contemporary Washington, where suave 
careerists, the faithful, often unrecognized civil service 
pluggers, the young, misguided idealists and influential 
liberals jostle each other for prominence. 


his friends, Payton Pleydell, high ranking advisor 
foreign affairs, epitomized one the latter whom 
fate had touched with magic, both his public and 
private life. But quote Conrad—as Miss 
island but the top mountain.” The 
surface Pleydell gave hint that his wife, Sylvia, 
bored with their platonic, dutiful marriage, was about 
leave him for Czech war hero, Jan Brovic, once 
popular figure the capital and now, outward ap- 
pearances, deeply involved with the Soviets. the 
encouragement her young cousin, Kate Jerold, Sylvia, 
convinced that Jan playing dangerous game 
double cross with the Red agents, plans escape with 
him. 

tight-lipped dictator, Pleydell not 
quite convincing the absolute monster intimated 
be, and though the old taboo sentimentalism has 
crept and half succeeded confusing the issues, the 
reader cannot unrestrictedly applaud 
crossed love affair. 


The “island” that Washington appears be—a milieu 


cocktail gatherings, secret pressure work, and snide 
security leaks that can ruin man over night—is here, 
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true, but the “mountain” beneath still just vague 


outline. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, lowa 


* * 
Bloch, Bertram Mrs. Hulett 
Doubleday. Feb. 1953. 286p. $3.50. 


“This was good dinner enough, sure,” said Dr, 
Johnson one occasion, “but was not dinner 
ask man to.” Bertram Bloch’s Mrs. Hulett 
ful enough novel, tell the truth, when compare 
with most popular novels, but not good enough 
recommend anyone else. The reviewer goes out 
his way emphasize this point because believes 
that Mr. Bloch,i attempting something fairly ambitious, 
has placed himself very much the position Dr. 
Johnson’s unfortunate host. What Mr. Bloch evi- 
dangerously selfish woman. His approach pretty 
superficial, however, and what might have been feast 
is—not famine—but just not very good dinner. 
carry the figure little further, few the dishes seem 
altogether spoiled. Translation: orthodox sexual mo- 
rality appears best incidental the scheme 
the book. 


Bertram Bloch veteran motion picture story editor 
and successful playwright; knows how put to- 
gether story that will good “box-office.” beau- 
tiful woman, two rich and famous men who love her, 
glamorous setting: these ingredients ought it. 
And they do. Sam Thomas, prominent play-pro- 
ducer, whose adult years have been spent among the 
people the theater, meets 
hopelessly love with Emily Hulet, the tall, beautiful, 
“sophisticated,” wife businessman (now making 
career New Deal appointee). This not Sam’s 
first affair, and one suspects that will not his last, 
but desperately wants marry the woman. There 
delay, however, while divorce being arranged, 
and Sam slowly becomes aware that his darling not 
lovely and sensitive creature with unappreciative 
husband, had thought, but rather man-eating 
neurotic obsessed with dominating the men her life. 
thus decides break off with her entirely. There 
are, one suspects, good many men the world who 
would not have taken long make their minds. 


The book has much surface glitter and snob appeal; 
the people are “prominent,” the talk clever and 
literate, the settings are “right.” Indeed, the book 
insistent upon maintaining “cafe-and-theatrical society” 
standards sophistication leave least one 
reader little jaded after the first few chapters. 
ride airliners from Washington New York and 
from New York Washington; stay the May- 
flower and the Waldorf and the St. Moritz; 
dine the Union League Club and little French 
restaurant far.over the East Side”; drop for 
drink the Savoy Plaza. Mr. Bloch has the 
Maugham trick flattering his readers. lacks little 
technical equipment. 

Herzer, 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore, Maryland 
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Graham, Winston Demelza 


Doubleday. Feb. 26, 1953. 320p. $3.50. 


Those who are familiar with the writings this British 
author will immediately recognize the lady this pres- 
ent title the heroine his earlier novel, The Rene- 
gade. her literary debut she was introduced 
Demelza Carne, the maidservant daughter Cornish 
miner, who was courted and married, despite the 
protestations his aristocratic family, Ross Poldark, 
son landed gentry. This sequel supposedly continues 
the story their extraordinary marriage from the birth 
the couple’s first child, Julia, her sudden death two 
years later 1790. Since the youngster really plays 
important role the unfolding the story, her appear- 
ance and departure must considered only 
artistic device for setting the time limits series 
unrelated events. 


The substance the book the recounting number 
wholly separate incidents (each which might 
considered story itself), threaded together the 
relationship their central characters bear Demelza 
Ross. Reading it, one inclined think 
remote terms diary which recorded the 
couple’s active participation, joint individual, the 
lives other members their community. Their 
relationship each other seems remain somewhat 
nebulous and impersonal affair, built tenuous 
foundation. 


One situation reveals Demelza affecting the recon- 
ciliation and marriage her friend, Verity, Captain 
Andrew Blamey. This affair had previously been 
broken off the girl’s family, who had condemned the 
seafarer worthless drunkard and accused him 
having murdered his first wife. 


Ross, the other hand, generally involved less 
romantic and noble roles with tendency toward defy- 
ing authority. When one his neighbors, whom 
had befriended, chokes his unfaithful wife death and 
threatens kill her lover, the village doctor, Ross helps 
the murderer escape the law and flee the country. 
Meanwhile involved business transaction in- 
volving copper mines, deal which threatens im- 
poverish him. Finally, indicative the economic and 
social unrest the period, with blood being shed 
the other side the channel, Ross arouses the towns- 
folk pillage two ships which are wrecked off the 
coast. This incident, the way, seems entirely anti- 
climatic, and the novel could very readily have been 
with Julia’s death, just opens with her 
irth. 


There very deceptive quality about Demelza. 
must recognized that the author intimately familiar 
with the Cornish coast, its people and its history. Fur- 
thermore, acquainted thoroughly with the speech, 
habits and modes life the locale. Yet nothing 
ever seems become real. Perhaps has tried too 
diligently crowd too many people and too many 
details the brief span two years. Consequently 
the reader’s mind becomes confused, and not until 
the book has been placed aside and considered cold 
that the author’s purpose gradually begins 
reveal itself and understood. quite true, 
the publishers claim, that novel “stormy devo- 
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And one wonders how many more sequels and 
how many more incidents will have follow before 
that emotional storm does break. Demelza, would 
appear, gradually growing understand her position 
her community’s social life, while Ross apparently 
puts bigger chip his shoulder. Murder, adultery, 
and defiance law and order not add much the 
book’s moral stature. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Bryan, Helen Inside 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 23, 1953. 305p. $3.00. 

The dustcover tells that Helen Bryan, daughter 
Presbyterian minister, graduate Wellesley, social 
worker profession, was 1948 sentenced three 
months the federal women’s penitentiary Alder- 
son, West Virginia. She had been found guilty re- 
fusing divulge the list contributors the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The case was fought 
through the Supreme Court where the finding the 
lower court was upheld. She left for Alderson serve 
the sentence November 13, 1950. Inside ac- 
count her reactions and experiences from the time 
she left the station Washington until the day her 
release. 


Her reactions the loss freedom and whole new 
social and cultural milieu was one apprehension and 
even terror. These she either dissipated she met the 
several challenges she learned live with. 


Her experiences were the process being inducted 
into penal institution and learning the routine plus 
the detailed life stories fellow prisoners with whom 
she became friends. Among these are drug addicts, 
kidnappers and prostitutes. 


The book fairly well written and interesting enough, 
you have the time. The reviewer was puzzled the 
purpose the book. expose the inadequacies 
the federal penal system? so, the book failure, 
for this prison was well run, intelligently managed 
place. the purpose the book show that Miss 
Bryan was the victim injustice? this the case, 
the book failure since the details highly moot 
question are not given. the aim the book pre- 
sent further suggestions social service psycho- 
logical therapeutic nature? so, the book failure, 
since singularly devoid any incisive observations 
and suggestions. However, interesting little 
book even its purpose escaped the reviewer. 


James Redding, 


Boston, Massachusetts 


White, Back Down the Ridge 
Harcourt-Brace. Feb. 11, 1953. 182p. $3.00. 


Since the Korean War began, and most especially since 
the truce-talk stalemate commenced, the “ridges” 
this rugged battle terrain have become daily newspaper 
words- the American public. the same time, 
casualty statistics have claimed the attention and few 
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are the areas where there not least one boy back 
home after being invalided out Korea. 


Mr. White, whose method intimate journalism 
well known from his previous books, has told here not 
the story the fighting for the ridges but the less 
known one these who are cut down the military 
effort. The reader himself receives the wound, gets 
emergency treatment from the “medic,” routed back 
the MASH (Mobile Army Surgical Hospital), and 
eventually, through Stateside treatment, brought 
home, reconditioned not the case might be. 


horrors are spared the recounting, from the de- 
tails how the wound received, via operative treat- 
ment, the pains fitting artificial limb. Nor 
are the deaths and their manner omitted. This makes 
more than excruciating narrative, but one that 
all who see the headlines should read. 


Many may not agree with Mr. White’s political paren- 
thesis; many others will not enjoy the manneredly 
rough style. Still, this short book must for the 
understanding the horrors which face that section 
our population selected for Korean service, the 
humane and heroic work which the Army Medical 
Corps doing, research and practice, lessen 
the casualty figures, and the vital need for blood, 
which our Armed Services require nothing else. 


little too strong for the child, Back Down the Ridge 
distasteful and necessary reading for the average 
adult. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Acton, Lord 


Essays Church and State 
Viking. Jan. 12, 1953. 518p. $6.00. 


Fasnacht, Acton’s Political Philosophy 
Viking. 1953. 265p. $4.00. 

Douglas Woodruff has done more than merely edit 
Lord Acton’s essays dealing with the rights and powers 
the church and the state. masterly introduction 
thirty-six pages has presented excellent bio- 
graphical treatment Acton, well very reveal- 
ing account relationships existing among Acton, 
Newman, Wiseman and other prominent Catholics 
mid-nineteenth century England. 


The thirteen essays included represent about three- 
fourths the book, but fortunately some exceptionally 
interesting book reviews are presented. These reviews 
reveal the almost unbelievable depth and extent 
Acton’s scholarship almost clearly the essays. 
Always gentleman, Lord Acton could nevertheless 
disagree violently with another scholar. For evidence 
that, one may read what has say about Professor 
Johann Droysen and the so-called Prussian school his- 
torians. For Americans, one the most interesting 
essays will the one entitled, “Political Causes the 
American Revolution.” Acton was referring our 
Civil War, not the struggle that call the Revolu- 
tionary War. This reviewer knows American his- 
torian who has dealt more factually and understand- 
ingly with the complex causes our Civil War than 
has Lord Acton, this detailed treatment, forty pages 


Best 


length. carefully prepared index thirty-eight 
pages fine print appropriately concludes this excep- 
tionally fine collection essays and reviews. 


Fasnacht concerned with revealing the 
deepest political convictions man who was great 
liberal and the same time sincere Catholic. Acton 
considered religion the first hurnan 
Liberty him meant freedom conscience. 
tianity him meant primarily ethics. Acton, who had 
studied theology for three years, considered 
still developing science. was, liberal, opposed 
personal dictatorships, but also had ingrained 
fear dictatorship the majority, because “The will 
whole people cannot make just that which un- 
just.” respected the British system government 
but believed that the federal principle embodied the 
American Constitution offered greater security against 
unjust rule majority. Although saw some merit 
socialism was being advocated nineteenth 
century England, feared that might eventually 
become “the worst enemy freedom has ever had 
encounter.” 


Such are few the fundamental beliefs this great 
man who died 1902, and who only now receiving 
the respect and admiration richly deserves. 
one worked harder convince the Englishmen his 
day that liberty and Catholicism were not only recon- 
cilable but natural allies advancing the welfare 
mankind. was often referred the best edu- 
cated Englishman his day. Regius Professor 
History Cambridge, 1895-1902, served editor 
the famous Cambridge Modern History. 


Fasnacht includes liberal quotations from Lord Acton 
every chapter the book. Almost every page has 
its lines clamoring for quotation. One cannot but 
marvel the seeming timeliness many the 
essays, applicable today when they were written. 


The Viking Press complimented for having pub- 
lished similar format these two exceptionally fine 
volumes. make real addition any good 
library. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


* * * 


God’s Underground Asia 
Feb. 16, 1953. 376p. $3.75. 


Here story epic heroism against background 
diabolic One cannot read these pages without 
sensing the struggle darkness against light, error 
against truth. seems that the Communist reserves 
his utmost refinements torture for the believer 
God. The believer, turn, confounds his adversary 
miracles patient suffering and heroic faith. 


Palmer, Gretta 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 


There are two simple themes this book, played with 
many variations according individual characters and 
circumstances. First there the unremitting Red war 
religion. may subtle crude. may open 
exorable pressure. Then there the resistance the 
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faithful believers Christ. They may priests 
nuns. They may catechists simple lay folk. Tiny 
orphan children and bearded patriarchs alike testify 
their faith. Many seal this testimony with death. 


The author tells the efforts the Church survive. 
Priests are disguise. Mass said huts and caves. 
Somehow faith, and with hope and charity, persists. 
times seems that Miss Palmer tells too much. 
She exposes some the strategems used convey in- 
formation carry concealed worship. Perhaps 
these can told now, since conditions have changed 
the meantime. 


This story should widely read. shall better 
Catholics for our knowledge what our fellows have 
suffered. shall likewise better citizens for this 
insight into the reality Communism. Miss Palmer’s 
book recommended for all readers. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Shaw-tong, Liu Out Red China 
Duell, Little. Feb. 1953. 269p. $4.00. 

The books China Freda Utley, Father Mark 
Tennien and Paul Jaegher receive here final round- 
ing out the longer dubious Red China pattern. 
Liu Shaw-tong was one the liberals the University 
Peking that Father Jaegher describes accurately 
the diary his experience with the Chinese Com- 
munists. For more than year, Liu Shaw-tong had 
himself the Party pattern, learned all 
their lingo, shouted when was supposed shout, 
sang when was supposed sing, wrote newspaper 
articles that made mockery fact, and found that 
could not keep his mind from thinking. fact, 
thought much about the difference between what 
saw and the articles and the other intellectuals 
were forced write, that engineered himself 
Alfred Hitchcock escape Formosa. 


Out Red China can read adventure story 
for all that the author writes restrainedly and with calm 
objectivity. can also read “inside” story 
what happened open-minded, thinking Chinese 
citizen when the Red power took over the body and 
the soul his country. Finally, the book could 
called intellectual history the Communist method. 


this last which never ceases shock the mind and 
heart anyone all interested what goes the 
world. The Party makes mistakes. truism 
course, but when translated into concrete terms, 
assumes the most fantastic forms. Language loses all 
meaning. The mind dare not contemplate any fact 
which The machinery pillaged out 
Manchuria the great moustachioed brother was only 
taken “to repaired,” was “borrowed.” The 
veteran guerillas who were promised care for their 
families, were “incorrect” when they wondered why 
old father had been slaughtered gun-butt, Red 
Chinese gun-butt, and the old mother left beg her 
way slow starvation. was horribly “incorrect” for 
the girls the Party object the “husbands” assign- 
them, want little tenderness affection. 
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Moonlight and roses might put love above the Party— 
hence they were simply not permitted exist. 


The classless society, the people’s government, some- 
how did not work out that way. Party merit became 
the sole norm for advancement and for possession 
those dread, effete, Western luxuries such ice-boxes, 
carpets, chairs and the like. Party merit put fools 
charge completely equipped hospital, impeded the 
care the sick because they were taking inventory 
tearing the labels off the medicines and stocking them 
according size and color. The “agrarian 
despite what some our so-called “experts” called it— 
divided tools with the peasants who helped the mock 
trial, while the gold valuables went into the pockets 
those who had the most Party merit. Enthusiasm 
for the new regime was manifested “volunteers” who 
had choice but obey the Party merit man telling 
them how lucky they were. riding south, 
young “People’s correspondents” lived half boxcar 
while the journalist with Party merit had the other 
half all himself. 


Out Red China was translated Jack Chia, mem- 
ber the Fordham University Chinese Club, with the 
collaboration Hank Walter, graduate student 
English. Dr. Shih, China’s contribution 
the international world culture, has written the 
preface. The manuscript was gotten direct from For- 
mosa where the author now serving editor for 
Nationalist newspapers and magazines. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


* * * 


Cousins, Norman Who Speaks for Man? 
Macmillan. Feb. 24, 1953. 318p. $3.50. 

The volume under review addition the growing 
shelf books pleading for world government. The 
editor The Saturday Review reminds that partial 
man has had spokesmen down through the centuries. 
That part man which national, social, cultural 
religious has long had full representation. “But the 
whole man, world man, lacks representation. the 
sum total everything is; his oneness with all 
men everywhere; the basic matters that involve his 
personal safety, his subsistence, his values; his station 
the dominant occupant the planet Earth; his 
stark need direct and control his ingenuity and in- 
ventiveness for the common good—in all these respects 
the cause the whole man today without effective 
representation.” The answer the question the title 
simply that man must speak for himself; must or- 
ganize secure the establishment world govern- 
ment which will give voice his needs and aspirations. 
The statesmen will not take the initiative; private citi- 
zens everywhere must speak out and lead the crusade. 


educational campaign against cultural provincialism 
prerequisite the establishment the new world 
order. The author feels that discussions the “destiny 
Western man” and the “survival Western values” 
have tended obscure the cross-fertilization ideas 
between East and West which has produced vital 
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global community ideas. Particularly pressing the 
need for recognition the common ethical views 
the great world religions. [It should noted here that 
Mr. Cousins strongly implies that because they share 
certain ethical norms, Christianity has special claim. 
one point goes far say that “the truest 
expression Christianity today found, not 
the West, but the India.] 


perhaps inevitable with discussions this nature, 
one oppressed the cloudiness the proposals out- 
lined. The suggested world government federal 
character—with sharp definition between the func- 
tions the world body (matters affecting international 
security and peace) and the functions the member 
governments (matters purely national domestic 
concern). possible make such clear demarca- 
tion? Many questions tend fall somewhere between 
the two categories. Again, there are regional 
units which would have “authority and jurisdiction 
all matters pertaining the regional needs and interests 
the How would this put into practice? 
These are merely two examples from generality-laden 
presentation. 


The prospective reader should know that about two- 
thirds the book given over reporter’s observa- 
tions critical places the international relations 
the past eight years. Each these little pieces jour- 
nalism has some relevance the general theme, but 
the connection often quite tenuous. The material, 


the observations and the approach are familiar. There 
the visit Bikini, the trip the D.P. camp Bad 


Nauheim, the brief sojourn Berlin; are taken 
Hiroshima and Hong Kong, Korea and India. Scores 
foreign correspondents have come back with similar 
impressionistic sketches; several have written much 
more perceptively. 


concluding, one tempted praise Who Speaks for 
Man? because the good will which went into the 
making it. Yet must emphasized that, aside 
from all questions the realism proposals for world 
government, more cogent arguments for the cause have 


appeared recent years. 
Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 


Milton, Massachusetts 


Van der Vlugt, Ebed 
Asia Aflame: Communism the East 
Devin-Adair. Jan. 22, 1953. 294p. $6.00. 


1920 when the Bolsheviks were still struggling 
free parts their own country from the “White Rus- 
sian” generals, they called congress the peoples 
the Far East Baku. that time they were already 
convinced the strategic position Asia for the ad- 
vancement Communism. Talented Asiatic leaders 
were brought Moscow for ideological training. The 
Communization China and other Asiatic lands 
therefore accident, the result long range 
and far-sighted policy. 


was the conviction Lenin and his associates that 
Europe would fall Communism through the means 
Asia. How they have labored during the past thirty 
years communize the Orient the subject this 


Best 


revealing book. Van der Vlugt native Holland, 
jurist well journalist. His specialty Asiatic 
affairs and sharply critical the policies pursued 
the Truman administration the Far East. 


The book begins with some general observations the 
nature and fundamental techniques Communism. 
These chapters emphasize the basic materialism 
Marxism and the essentially religious nature this 
materialistic faith. this religious aspect Com- 
munism which appeals the uprooted and confused 
masses Asia. Unless they can convinced that 
democratic freedoms are the fruit Christian faith, 
they will not attracted mere promises political 
liberty. 

Asia the largest and most densely populated all 
the continents. the home many races, many 
languages, many religions, many cultures and many 
countries. Each country has its own problems and 
these problems cannot understood except against 
the background the country’s history and culture. 
The Communists have studied these problems order 
fit them into Marxist propaganda. The author en- 
deavors analyze the success already achieved this 
program and point out its future goals. 


Beginning with Afghanistan, Van der 
sively describes Communist intrigue Iran and the 
Middle East, Indo-China, India, China, Burma, Ceylon, 
Malaya, Siam, the Philippines, Indonesia, Korea and 
Japan. Not all these sections are equal value. 
The most complete that chapter devoted Indonesia 
where the author gives moving account the events 
which led the establishment the Indonesian Re- 
public does not believe that the Indo- 
nesian people were ready for complete independence 
and effers evidence show that several the islands 
now constituting the Republic wished remain asso- 
ciated with the Netherlands. The United Nations and 
the United States were badly misinformed—due 
small measure Communist the 
present regime clearly anti-Western and pro Red 
Chinese. 


What writes about India, Japan, China and Korea 
discloses how cleverly the Reds are working those 
countries. China, Communism has already won 
major vistory. convinced that General Marshall 
was duped not only the Chinese Communists but also 
pro-Communist figures the United States govern- 
ment. does not hesitate name these men and 
they plead ignorance for the folly their program, 
understand how our government could 
have relied such misinformed “authorities.” 


His admiration for General MacArthur intense and 
subscribes MacArthur’s strategy for the pursuit 
the war Korea and Formosa. Although never em- 
ploying the term “containment,” does not favor this 
strategy. Korea must swept clean all Communist 
influence, Formosa must never given the Chinese 
Reds, Asia just strategically important the 
United States Europe. 

These ideas are forcefully developed the author who 
Dutchman has particular obligations either 
the Democrats the Republicans. Americans con- 
cerned with evaluating the changes foreign policy 
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contemplated the new administration would well 
read this provocative book which adequately sup- 
plied with maps, illustrations and useful index. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Busch, Niven The Hate Merchant 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 19, 1953. 338p. $3.95. 


one reading this novel will question the fact that 
Mr. Busch writes well. His style fluid and makes for 
easy reading. chooses his words with care and, 
when the dictionary fails yield the fitting word, 
coins one best suiting his needs. But this reviewer 
wishes that had devoted his talent and time spent 
The Hate Merchant producing novel worth 
reading. 


The plot this novel very simple. narrates 
period the life Gaspar Splane—ex-politician, 
pitchman, preacher and hate merchant. the story 
opens Splane, spieler for Huey Long, found fleeing 
the chaotic wreckage that crashed empire. turns 
his glib tongue and resonant voice use pitchman. 
This enterprise fails when takes street-walker for 
shill and she takes him for everything. 


Ready for skid-row, falls under the benign charity 
Mother Kinderwall and her Lifebuoy Mission. 
joins and her little family they tour the south- 
west. Splane, with the eye true opportunist, sees 
fortune hiding this mission work. turns 
radio advertising, attracts large crowds, and puts the 
mission paying basis. 


The “Rev.” Gaspar Splane meets recruits some 
old henchmen from the Huey Long days. Together 
they work out new formulae for crowd pleasing ser- 
mons—equal quantities patriotism, anti-semitism, 
mother love, racial segregation, and 
mixed thoroughly. The sermons proved highly success- 
ful. Many patrons subscribed these preachings most 
generously. 


Splane moved Detroit sell his inflammatory pre- 
judices the manufacturers. argued that his ap- 
proach would divert workers’ attention from wage prob- 
lems and disrupt labor union organizations putting 
dollars their pockets. Only one subscribed. But 
one was enough. Soon Detroit was the throes 
race riot. When the riot ended the mission band was 
wrecked. the story ends Splane, one step ahead 
the law, moving new fields South America. 


When the covers are closed, character lingers the 
memory. Even Splane, the central figure, remem- 
bered only avaricious man with big voice, gift 
for words and appetite for women. appears 
large blotch—the others are mere specks that appear 
the pages, each carrying small share this small 
plot. would seem that Mr. Busch diverted much 
attention the sermons Gaspar Splane that his 
characters failed take substance. 


view the all too-descriptive and unmotivated sex 
episodes, taken conjunction with the morbid (how- 


Busch 
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ever true)) theme this story not recommended 
for any class reader. 
Blanchard, 


Silver Spring, Maryland 


Wilkins, Vaughan King Reluctant 
Macmillan. Feb. 24, 1953. 315p. $3.50. 

The fate Louis XVII, King France, very much 
shrouded mystery. According some accounts 
supposed have reigned nominally from 1793 
1795 and died prison the age ten. With serious 
historians offering strange and somewhat unique the- 
ories concerning this youngster, not beyond the 
prerogative the novelist exercise his imagination, 
take few liberties with history, and come with his 
own very extraordinary version—a bit more fantastic, 
perhaps, but ever much more romantic and fas- 
cinating. 

What could more mystifying than the sudden ap- 
pearance crying child graveyard toward dusk 
miserable, foggy day? Many things sure, but 
few less credible, because this particular nine year old 
was boy, dressed girl, and literally dropped 
out the sky over the small Welsh village Tenby. 
Furthermore was French (identified such from 
note and dirty scarf), and his fair rescuer was beau- 
tiful American girl. Even though Virginia Traill hur- 
ried the child the island home her aunt, the rich 
and eccentric Mrs. Fell, such incredible phenomenon 
could not long remain secret the village. more 
so, fact, than could the sudden appearance 
handsome stranger, who holds the answer this mys- 
terious chain events. 


the Duke Brignoles, widowed uncle the 
young king, who had spirited the lad away from Paris 
balloon, after the revolutionists had taken his 
parents, and substituted his own son his place. When 
the Duke returns France search his son, Vir- 
ginia, who smokes cigars, likes shock people, fights 
for the rights women, and scoffs royalty, her 
own way gradually begins bring the youngster, now 
known Unni, over her way thinking. But be- 
fore she succeeds, tragic events must transpire. Brig- 
noles learns that his son’s life has been sacrificed 
order save the king, and Virginia does not hesitate 
kill and then sacrifice her honor when band 
terrorists invade England capture the boy. Unbe- 
known them Louis XVII longer exists, since Unni 
had already penned his note abdication, witnessed 
one Mrs. Fell’s housemaids. Now just 
ordinary boy reared, perhaps, the two persons 
whom sacrifices for him had brought love. 


Vaughan Wilkins gifted storyteller whose facile pen 
produces unique combination history and fiction. 
His skillful and adroit handling characters, his crisp 
dialogue and scenes suspense and drama are wonder- 
ful reading. Unfortunately this literary excellence 
somewhat marred the low moral tone which casually 
accepts murder, seduction and suicide. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Pierce, Ovid Williams The Plantation 
Doubleday. Feb. 14, 1953. 217p. $3.00. 


This Mr. Pierce’s first novel. teacher English 
the faculty Tulane University, unconsciously re- 
veals the strengths and weaknesses what call 
modern-college fiction. This not meant term 
derogation; rather, one sharp demarcation. The 
theorists and practitioners seem exist nowhere but 
the campuses our colleges and universities. They 
are usually the local luminaries the English Depart- 
ment. Their words are greeted isolated minority 
with chaste respect. Their output—when not encour- 
aging embryonic Lawrences—is small and some- 
times published respectable quarterlies whose circu- 
lation figures are usually exceeded the mileage 
two-day-old Ford. Whether many them have ever 
achieved much fame (outside Robert Penn Warren 
Minnesota), whether their work greeted with 
cheers snickers, whether they are merely articulate 
poseurs dabbling literary preciosity, whether they 
are genuine forces making their hidden impact the 
literature modern America, they exist and they are 
worth some serious and protracted examination. 


microcosm, Pierce that school. does not seem 
scope; not coldly calculated its structural ap- 
proach; not slick. Analogically, the writers create 
muted and minor melodies which they play with dis- 
ciplined skill. Off-beat character sketches, obliquely re- 
created slices life its simplest yet critical moments 
are the subject matter, written lean, spare style 
marked deliberate vacancies exposition. This 
latter intentional act, possibly rebellion against 
the over-writing the previous century. times, 
out-Hemingways the Old Man its terseness and 
understatement. such can monodic bore; 
can delicate Sévres vase. 


The Plantation neither. falls between disappoint- 
ment and promise. first novel probably fulfills 
the yearnings its creator: has been done! Now 
can move better work, for the one redeeming fea- 
ture this melancholy story Ruffin that re- 
veals Mr. Pierce his potency. May able 
make the potency into act. 


this novel has used the old trick emotional 
recall tell his story. While “Mr. Ruffin” lies dead 
his big house and the neighbors and the colored people 
his plantation gather for his funeral, his life re- 
created through the devices having old retainers and 
relatives spin back time and mull over the sad and 
tragic life the deceased. Josephus, his colored Pythias, 
assigned most the story, though nebulous and 
ill-defined Mr. Boone contributes his share. Between 
them the reader treated cavalcade frustration 
and almost bathetic defeat for the central character, 
Ruffin. From the time his return from the univer- 
sity take over after his father’s death till his quiet 
and lonely death are treated unhappy pic- 
ture ever told fiction. Nothing brings him joy: his 
desired one ridicules his way life; his courtship 
Mary Briggs, local girl, considered beneath 
him; his aging aunts are burdens with whom 
saddled. His life filled with overpowering sense 
negativism. But somehow, vaguely and rather in- 
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eptly (because the work lacks clarity toward the end), 
remembered happy person. How? Only the 
author seems have discerned—and kept himself, 


The two redeeming features the whole experience 
are Mr. Peirce’s obvious compassion and love for his 
characters and their pitiful destinies and his sharp 
awareness image-catching phrases. the midst 
ambiguity and deliberate understatement there are 
flashes descriptions and observations which mark 
him writer for whom wait and watch. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Mason, Van Wyck Golden Admiral 
Doubleday. Feb. 26, 1953. 435p. $3.95. 


When Philip sent his invincible Armada against Eng- 
land met defeat due combination factors in- 
cluding weather, inefficient leadership, English patriot- 
ism and “el Draque.” The last-named, Sir Francis 
Drake, course always touted the major factor 
due his foresight and his earlier beard-singeing 
depredations Old and New World waters. Mr. 
Mason, the well-known author historical, adventure 
and detective romances, has gone overboard for the 
Drake hypothesis and has produced luridly romantic 
tale adventure culminating the historic defeat 
the Spanish Armada. 


his central characters has taken Henry Wyatt, 
young master mariner particular family, and 
Hubert Coffyn, scion minor gentry. Henry who 
escaped from the Spanish impressment Bilbao and 
returns England with documentary evidence 
Philip’s duplicity. Using Wyatt overcome Eliza- 
beth’s caution, Drake proceeds his famous venture 
1586 which sacked Santiago, San Domingo and 
Cartagena. During this mission Wyatt and Coffyn 
become friends and partake all the adventures the 
cruise. Wyatt even gains his own command which 
later looses a.storm while Drake rescuing the rem- 
nants Raleigh’s colony Roanoke. 


All this while Wyatt has been living under cloud. 
Upon his first return England went claim his 
true-love, Kate Ibbott, only find his parents being 
led the gallows for witchcraft. the resultant 
meleé slew peace officer and then, with 
connivance, escaped from jail and joined Drake, leaving 
Kate London awaiting their first child. There 
young nobleman impressed Kate his own uses leaving 
her greet returning Henry with the promise yet 
another child. 


For year more Wyatt labored shipbuilding 
gather funds for another vessel while Coffyn spent his 
prize-money improve the ancestral estate. And then 
when the Armada was definite threat both joined 
Drake’s fleet with their own vessels. Success crowned 
their efforts and both returned with riches, Henry also 
receiving royal pardon and knighthood. 


seemeth that this venture the master hath lost 
his touch. Instead the usual smoothly flowing tale 
that one has learned expect from Mason has con- 
trived for rather awkwardly articulated series 
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strung together such flimsy fashion that 
neither his hero nor his central characters nor his theme 
are either significant interest-gripping. addition 
has manufactured odd but scarcely easy-reading 
compound semi-Elizabethan and modern English 
which scarcely renders the story more attractive. But 
one item Mr. Mason has been quite successful—he 
has contrived introduce somewhat more than the 
minimum amount sexual promiscuity necessary for 
best seller status most so-called historical novels. 
Save for sex, the book scarcely above juvenile level 
and, although suitable for adults, deserves little 
recommendation. 


Standish, Robert Gentleman China 
Feb. 24, 1953. 283p. $3.50. 


This has all the color and flair the usual English 
detective story, with British police inspector, Scottish 
business man, and crime lurking every dark street 
after sundown. you like that type crime story, 
you will probably like this one. There is, however, 
difference here; have Oriental flavor and aroma 
the old beef steak and onions; even bit Oriental 
philosophy worked into the main dish. The first two 
characters, Willoughby, the British police inspector 
Shanghai, and Burnside, peppery Scotch manager the 
Shanghai General Insurance Company, you have met 
before hundred times novels and the screen. 
But you probably haven’t met Kung. “tall, 
aristocratic Chinese, superbly poised, with gracious, 
almost condescending manner.” Kung not criminal, 
though looks like one times; descendant 
Confucius, Eastern philosopher, and member 
the Chinese nobility. All three these men are inter- 
ested the crime question Shanghai. The police 
inspector ferrets out and gives court trial wrong 
doers. The insurance agent guarantees merchants 
(for fee) indemnify them for losses theft. Kung’s 
method different. president the Shanghai 
Benevolent Society, group entirely made (except 
himself and the directors) thieves, thousands 
them. provides any thief Shanghai adequate 
housing and food return for promise, not steal. 
Something like Father Flanagan, but slightly more 
sinister. isn’t doing for their souls, even any 
particularly virtuous reason, but merely protect the 
city, something like flood control. any one breaks 
his promise, turns him over the very 
effective—far more than either the insurance com- 
pany the police force. run his society Kung 
needs money, which are told always honorably 
used. This secures calling the merchants 
Shanghai, explaining his work, and asking contribu- 
tion. any merchant fails contribute, this fact 
allowed known throughout the society, that 
when occasional waves crime break out, they 
always strike the non-contributors. 


This whole system enrages Burnside, who swears not 
contribute penny and sets out break Kung. Wil- 
loughby not quite self-assured. content 
sit the sidelines and more less accept Kung’s co- 


keeping crime hand. settles down 
then battle between Burnside and his insurance 
company, and Kung and his thieves’ society. The story 
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well told, amusing, and with plenty suspense, and 
many fairly long discussions the philosophies, ideas, 
methods, approaches, these two men towards ques- 
tions right and wrong. Some these are fairly 
thought provoking. There flavor erroneous 
thinking throughout, which would put the book the 
class, but after all story, and any adult ought 
not suffer any harm from it. might, perhaps, 
throw some light the Chinese mentality, though 
not qualified judge this point. all events 
very good yarn; the author certainly knows how 
construct novel; and can guaranteed give those 
fond the crime story, several hours some different 
fare, exciting and well told the best. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Dolin, Markova: Her Life and Art 
Hermitage House. Feb. 19, 1953. 319p. $3.95. 


the last twenty years, undoubtedly the best known 
ballet partnership has been the Markova-Dolin pair. 
Now, what must the evening her career (she 
was born 1910) Markova’s life has been recorded 
the man who spent many years closer her mind and 
art than any one other. Dolin has said that his inten- 
tion was, one such unique position know, 
present Markova the person rather than the per- 
fect classical dancer. 


Sadly must reported that has not done this. 
The flaw may the biographer (Dolin appears 
the unclimactic “Surprise! Surprise!” school 
writing); but more likely the subject who, de- 
spite the disavowal her partner, appears give little, 
individual person, expound. All all, 
must admitted, this book gives very little more the 
reader than the “fan magazine” gives the inveterate 
movie-goer. 


Despite this lack vitality, any lay balletomane will 
like this writing for the background gives the per- 
formances our most pure living danseuse. Some 
portions the life “come through,” the telling 
how the little English girl became the epitome classic 
dance, and these passages, plus the set excellent 
photographs provided, make the story worthwhile 
anyone who has seen heard the extraordinary 


Markova. 
Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Simenon, Georges Satan’s Children 
(Translated Louise Varese.) Prentice-Hall. Feb. 19, 
1953. 298p. $3.95. 

Simenon industrious French novelist who made 
his reputation first with his romans-policiers which 
Inspector Maigret the Paris doggedly and 
phlegmatically pursued criminals through back-alleys 
and cheap bistros, Seine-side and waterfront bars 
inevitable but suspenseful conclusion which proved that 
crime did not pay long Maigret was the trail 
the criminal. These novels were usually brief enough 
make American publishers include two each trans- 
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lated edition. Nevertheless, Maigret won fans seven- 
teen languages. 


Recently, Simenon has abandoned Maigret and con- 
centrated psychological case studies, all reflecting 
late- Freudian philosophy motivation and all bidding 
for classification bourgeois pornography. his 
forties, Simenon has become author romans- 
jaunes. 


Two novels, usual, are contained this volume, 
which extraordinarily well-named. seems 
fiction about and for Satan’s Children. Caveat 
emptor. 


Novelette One: Take This Woman, (La Sur 
Bébé Donge), the less objectionable the two. 
explores the reason why the ethereal Bébé Donge, nee 
D’Onneville, poisons her husband with arsenic his 
after-dinner coffee one summer Sunday afternoon 
their country house. Seems Donge, successful 
owner tannery, plastics factory, cheese factory 
and hog farm, did not realize how much Bébé loved 
him and how much she wanted feel necessary his 
life, even business. did not die; but Bébé 
has confessed the attempted murder and sentenced 
five years imprisonment hard labor. 


Novelette Number Two: Four Days Lifetime, (Les 
Quatre Jours Pauvre Homme), relates the degenera- 
tion Francois Lecoin somewhat snivelling scion 
decadent bourgeois family, whose feckless acceptance 
poverty changed the death his wife, Ger- 
maine, into reckless career blackmail. For half the 
story, (two the days), debt every- 
one—to the hospital, the butcher and baker and green- 
grocer, the landlord; has been cadging money from 
old friends, old classmates. small son tries 
protect from knowing how desperate is. And, 
this stage, Lecoin still somewhat decent and sym- 
pathetic. The latter half the story, after has 
started his career blackmail, through publication 
odious scandal-sheet, Lecoin both despicable 
and incredible. awakened his own degrada- 
tion finding his son has hanged himself shame for 
his father, and also, one should add, finding the 
police closing him. 


Simenon one those French writers, (there are, 
course, such writers every country), who give 
Frenchmen and France the bad-name being obsessed 
sex. Too many his characters are motivated 
various manifestations Freudian complexes, although 
Simenon spares the usual labels those com- 
plexes. His attitude toward his characters is, for the 
most part, clinically objective; but his clinical reports 
are frequently enough too detailed permit recom- 
mendation any normally well-balanced reader. Other 
readers will take that observation recommenda- 


tion, more’s the pity. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


s 
Dedijer, Vladimir Tito 
Simon Schuster. Feb. 1953. 443p. $5.00. 
The story Tito really blend three narratives. 
contains Tito’s autobiography, the author’s story 


Dedijer Carr Brown 
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the Partisan war, and the account the break with the 
Cominform. each instance have “authorized 
history,” carrying letter approval from Tito himself, 
The author high Yugoslav official. 


dominant theme the book there glorification 
Yugoslav nationalism. Tito’s life rewritten play 
down his long stay outside the country. retrospect, 
discovers many early signs his independence 
the Soviet Union. His attitude suspicion toward the 
West also part this theme. nationalism, not 
which supposed explain his solitary 
role. 


Cardinal Stepinac mentioned only passing. The 
usual canards about collaboration are brought 
casual manner. Little said about conditions 
Yugoslavia the fierce repression religion there. 


the description Stalin accurate, the West may 
find this book some useful items for military and 
political intelligence. The Russian dictator 
trayed stubborn, irascible man, with closed mind. 
Stalin apparently does not hesitate deny facts when 
they conflict with his theories recollections. 


view the sponsorship the book, can rec- 
ommended only for competent historians. de- 
finitely useful indication the official Yugoslav 
line. But may agree with Marshal Tito when 
says “the interpretation cannot considered 
definitive final evaluation requires longer per- 
spective.” Undoubtedly the final evaluation objec- 
tive historians will less pleasing Tito than was the 


present book. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Carr, Glynn Murder the Matterhorn 
Dutton Guilt Edge Mystery. Feb. 13, 1953. 223p. $2.50. 


Leon Jacot, young athletically and politically inclined 
Frenchman murdered the Matterhorn. he? 
so, And whom? for why, almost every- 
one has motive two. This the kind tangle 
that Abercrombie Lewker finds his thinking balled 
into. Lewker, actor, also British secret service 
agent, but more than that The Gifted Amateur. 
solves mystery the way one would solve 
riddle—by thinking out. 


you like sadistic savage solution the vein 
Mickey Spillane, where the detecting almost 
brutal the crime this may not suit you. But you 
prefer something more subtle and teasing, the more 
quiet systematic way Sherlock Holmes Father 
Brown, where quick wits rather than quick triggers 
the trick, then this for you. 


James Gallagher, 
New York City 


Two Against the Amazon 


Brown, John 
247p. $3.50. 


Dutton. Feb. 14, 1953. 


More curious than scientific, and more shiftless than 
adventurous, according the self-provided estimate 
which comes through the pages this book, Mr. Brown 
wangled backing from several worthy sources for trip 
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locate the true source the Amazon. The unwary 
must reminded immediately that this task, despite 
the complications the title, did not invlove virgin 
exploration through Brazil but was performed entirely 
the mountains Peru. And task was, one 
the descriptions the hardships life the 


Andes. 


that may, and belittling the arduous jour- 
neys intended, this not the book might have been, 
nor the one the publishers offer for sale. 


Whatever the scientific merits the expedition, the 
general reader will not enjoy purported narrative 
which two successive paragraphs rarely have any con- 
nection. When added that there little in- 
trinsic interest the details selected embellish the 
bare narrative and that the ultra-smug attempted levity 
the author leaves the armchair traveler cold 
the glaciers from which run forth the great river, the 
summary can only that this book which does not 
compel the imagination. 


Lifeless is, Two Against the Amazon cannot 
subject any value judgment, but need not, there- 
fore, recommended. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Nichols, Beverley Merry Hall 
Dutton. Feb. 19, 1953. 319p. $3.75. 


Garden lovers and growers flowers will 


twenty-ninth book Britisher Nichols with glee and 
envy. For Mr. Nichols here tells how bought 
run-down Georgian house and its grounds after World 
War and set about converting the land into grand 
big gardens with thousands flowering trees, flower 
beds, flower borders, masses lilia regalia, flowering 


vines and plantings shrubs. also had two con- 
servatories, one big, one small; fine vegetable garden 
and apparently inexhaustible supply cash and 
energy. 


Merry Hall was the name the house-and-grounds went 
by, under least three successive owners. The book 
about its rehabilitation after the desires author 
Nichols also Merry, even prankish and bit precious. 
Mr. Nichols waxes enthusiastic, after the manner 
certain bachelors with fondness for cats, flower-grow- 
ing, and vistas. 


With Merry Hall, Mr. Nichols “inherited” the old 
gardener, Oldfield, who had served the Doves, Mr. 
and Mrs., and then the Stebbins, mostly Mr.; and two 
female neighbors, both them envious, arch and 
their own way formidable. Miss Emily Kaye wanted 
buy Mr. Nichols’ vegetables and deplored his de- 
struction ugly high holly hedge and the rapa- 
ciously suckering elm trees; Miss Rose Fenton was 
professional florist, flower-arranger whose methods 
tortured both flowers and Mr. Nichols’ sense fitness. 

chapter which these two are pitted against each 
other the “harvest festival” decoration the local 
church typically British high-low-and-Jack comedy. 


Under all the bantering observations and mock-frenzy 
Mr. Nichols’ account his battle beautify Merry 
Hall are many shrewd and sound bits advice 
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gardeners. But readers are warned that the price 
plants and sets Britain substantially less than the 
price the same items the United States; and that 
the climate Britain also differs substantially from our 
own, that much what Mr. Nichols can Eng- 
land, (at Merry Hall, Meadowstream), cannot dupli- 
cated anywhere here except possibly the coastal 
areas the Northwest. Our summers are too hot and 
dry; our winters too capriciously cold-and-warm. 
least, that true the Eastern part the United 


States. 
Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Knox, Ronald Commentary the Gospels 


Sheed Ward. 1952. 


The Preface this new Commentary Monsignor 
Knox states: “This commentary written for the bene- 
fit those who have skill Latin Greek, but 
want read the Bible for themselves without shirking 
the difficulties”; and again: “My object has been 
elucidate the sacred text, not illustrate it.” 


This commentary does not comment the sacred 
text word word, nor even verse verse; for such 
detailed and precise commentary the interested reader 
and student must have recourse older, well-known 
commentaries. Monsignor Knox here elucidates the 
sacred text pericope pericope, incident incident; 
however, there included the explanation word, 
phrase verse, where such needed for the 
fuller understanding the import the pericope 
the context which found the sacred text. 
Noticeable this Commentary are Monsignor Knox’s 
suggestions possible solutions those discrepancies 
the sacred text which have raised the well-known 
“Synoptic Problem.” 


This reviewer thinks that this new Commentary will 
most interest the student who already familiar 
with the gospel texts and with older commentaries, and 
who seeks knowledge the refreshing insights 
erudite scholar and charming writer. 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


Nicholl, Donald Recent Thought Focus 
Sheed Ward. Feb. 18, 1953. 250p. $3.50. 


Modern man has accumulated vast amount in- 
formation about the universe. The time seems have 
arrived when synthesis modern reasearch greatly 
desired. want know what further purpose 
serves beyond its technological applications. How can 
modern science, modern movements philosophy such 
Existentialism, Freudianism, Logical Positivism, etc., 
lead fuller view course, what has ren- 
dered possible this advance knowledge also prevents 
its communication, i.e., specialization with its conse- 
quent technical language. Integration will come about 
for the layman not impossible mastery over de- 
tail but personal evaluation the light his own 
thought and experience. Fundamental this evalu- 
ation knowledge the methods the specialists, 
because these methods are not beyond common sense 
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criticism and logic, and because they have led many 
positive valuable insights into the nature man and 
his world. 


The author has been most successful presenting his 
evaluation modern thought clear simple language. 
The book meant for the general reader. the 
conviction the reviewer that the general reader will 
find this interesting book sure guide forming his 
own opinion modern thought. 


Frederick Scott, 
University Scranton 


Roark, Garland The Wreck the Running Gale 
Doubleday. Feb. 19, 1953. 310p. $3.50. 


Garland Roark has returned the last third the 
19th Century give tale sailing ships and 
piracy and revenge the lurid manner. the morn- 
ing October 14, 1877, when Captain Raikes, driving 
sailor, reached the dock Valparaiso found his 
ship, the Running Gale, stolen. She had been carrying 
cargo hundred thousand silver dollars for firm 
San Francisco and Owen Ibison, junior partner 
the firm who owned the ship, was along special 
precaution. Raikes and Ibison were competing for the 
favor the firm’s owner and each chartered schooners 
search for the missing Gale. 


Mystery followed mystery the two cruised the 
islands the Pacific and vagabond named Bradley 
tried steer away from further search with the 
hint horrendous fate store, and Raikes chased 
phantom ship. Both eventually arrive Les Iles Entre- 
prise the headquarters the mysterious Luis Janvier 
whom Raikes knows from the past. There series 
mysterious incidents involving Tahutahu, native priest, 
Honn Tona, queen the island, Bradley, Janvier and 
Raikes further confuse who knows only that 
Raikes destined for sacrifice native religious feast. 
Raikes has attracted Eugenie, daughter Janvier. 
There also sunken ship the lagoon guarded 
fierce barracuda. Raikes kills the barracuda but fails 
recover the rumored gold hidden the ship. 


the night -before the feast much the mystery 
cleared for Ibison dinner given Janvier. There 
develops that Janvier had been kidnapped from his 
home and impressed board ship captained Jacob 
Ashe. Ashe took Janvier under his wing and after 
series misfortunes Janvier married Molly Atwell and 
began career shipowner and merchant which 
prospered exceedingly. But Janvier’s passion 
venge those who had hurt him caused Molly lose 
their first child. Then came the Civil War and mis- 
fortune dogged the Janvier enterprises, culminating 
the destruction Janvier’s last serviceable ship the 
Confederate privateer Raikes, episode which 
Molly died exposure. After the war the pride 
Janvier’s fleet, the Sea Bride, was sold Barrows and 
Raikes became her captain under her new name the 
Running Gale. 


And the plot unfolds Janvier had had the aged 
Captain Ashe steal the ship, thus luring Raikes the 
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island for final revenge. the day the feast, how- 
ever, Raikes outwits Janvier and regains the lost money 
together with Eugenie while Ibison goes native. 


Mr. Garland spins his usual smoothly tale 
adventure with undertones horror and mystery 
against native island background. His characters are 
all natural pagans and has included the usual 
amount sex the story. interesting note 
that the jacket the publishers have dispensed with 
the usual suggestive draping native girls—in fact, 
they have practically eliminated the draping. The 
book suitable for adults but can recommended 
only escape fiction. 


Vann, Gerald, O.P. The Seven Swords 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 22, 1953. 82p. $3.00. 


Father Gerald Vann, Dominican, headmaster 
Laxton England, combines his work with lecturing, 
writing, and the giving conferences and retreats. 
the author many books and all them 
attempts adapt events the Gospel the everyday 
life the Christian. 


realistic yet poetic manner, the author through 
this new book brings home the meaning Mary’s 
sufferings. The Flight into Egypt like many stories 
today’s exiles. They have been uprooted, their own 
land and traditions and ways and possessions are lost 
them. Good living, comfort, pleasure, money, home, 
country: all these may become flight from God. 
Hence, when think the flight into Egypt, 
should pray not only for “love that big enough 
include the whole world but for love that pure 
enough meet God.” The loss the Child Jesus 
Jerusalem first sight very baffling. Jesus offered 
word apology for the distress caused his parents, 
hardly word that could called explanation. 
Man needs human love help him his way, but 
often through greed “which means loving persons for 
the sake things, loving human beings for what they 
can give us” will destroy that love. Father Vann 
points the possessive mother who often destroys the 
personality which she pretends love. Her children 
are longer realities but dreams. are learn 
love from Mary must first “love God, then love 
others coming from him, given Him, 
his other children.” 


This book represents the substance Lenten sermons 
which Father Vann gave London 1949. can 
the Lenten spiritual reading for many. 
exploration into Mary’s seven sorrows and its applica- 
tion our daily life. leaves within the soul cer- 
tain courage, certain happiness for one realizes that 
“Joy the keynote Christianity, just squalor its 
raw material.” Mary’s magnificat the song all 
those children whom her motherhood has helped 
save. The eight Greco reproductions which 
trate the book provide another means bring home 
Mary’s drama. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Randall, Ruth Painter 

Mary Lincoln: The Biography Marriage 
Little, Brown. Feb. 1953. 555p. Index and notes. $5.75. 
“She thought herself Mary Lincoln, not Mary 
Todd Lincoln.” Thus, quietly, Mrs. Randall sums 
the character the heroine her truly great biography, 
and justifies her own choice title. one, after 
reading this beautifully written volume, could any 
think the wife the assassinated President 
other than Mary Lincoln, the loving, devoted, some- 
times imprudent but always vital, wife Abraham 
Lincoln. 


The whole story the Lincoln family could not 
placed before the world until the opening the last 
sizable collection the Lincoln Papers. Robert Todd 
Lincoln, the President’s only surviving son, had pro- 
vided that these papers kept from public inspection 
and use, until 1947. that year, the distinguished 
professor American history, Randall, opened 
the collection, and his wife, Ruth Painter Randall, be- 
gan her work upon this definitive biography Lincoln’s 
wife. 


Mrs. Randall presents appealing picture the 
youthful Mary Todd, the pretty, popular, intelligent 
young daughter Kentucky family ample means, 
and fairly extensive When Mary reached 
marriageable age she was sent, according custom 
her time, visit young married sister hers, Mrs. 
Ninian Edwards, who lived Springfield, 
Here she met Abraham Lincoln, partner her sister’s 
husband, and already looked upon rising, still 
somewhat uncouth, young lawyer. Lincoln told Mary 
repeatedly throughout their married life that she was 
the only girl had ever really loved, and certainly 
from the time their meeting there were other 
names mentioned connection with either them. 
Mrs. Randall scouts the story that Lincoln’s heart was 
buried Ann Rutledge’s grave. She shows, the 
contrary, that Ann was actually engaged former 
partner Lincoln’s, and that Lincoln’s feelings grief 
Ann’s death were neither excessive nor prolonged. 


Family opposition the proposed marriage was much 
greater than had been anticipated. least was 
greater Springfield, where the Edwardses considered 
themselves cut above most their fellow-citizens. 
After broken engagement, accompanied tremen- 
dous grief for both Mary and Lincoln, wedding plans 
were once more made and the ceremony gone through. 
According Mary’s testimony, there was regret ever 
connected with that event for either them. And 
word Lincoln’s contradicts her evidence the slight- 
est degree. All the weight testimony against Mary’s 
character fitness the wife man whose great- 
ness was even then appearing rests upon the word 
William Herndon, rough, alcoholic law partner 
Lincoln’s, whom Mary detested and feared much 
that she would not allow him enter her house. 


Mrs. Randall can make all Herndon’s charges quite 
tidiculous, the basis that circumstance alone: 
most Herndon’s testimony based his imagining 
scenes which was not admitted, because Mary 
would not have him guest. Most the remaining 
ones depend upon Herndon’s recollection remarks 
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made Lincoln which are much out character 
ence authenticated documents false. Herndon, 
short, emerges unconscious, but unscrupulous 
iar. 


What makes Mrs. Randall’s narrative not only fascinat- 
ing, but invaluable, her account how Mary Lincoln 
made the same political transitions her husband— 
like him, she had been ardent Whig—and even- 
tually became convinced that the Republican party, 
and even abolitionism, would lie the safety the 
causes she held most dear. far she could she 
assisted her husband maintaining comfortable and 
restful home, giving entertainments which her 
education enabled her far more than most her 
contemporaries could make the guests enjoy them- 
selves, and discussing with lively interest the public 
matters which had take stand. 


Deficiencies she did have, course. She was never 
very strong physically—which makes her nursing 
sick neighbor’s baby all the more heroic. her life 
she suffered from migraine headaches, and while she 
was Washington she was involved three times 
serious carriage accidents, one which injured her 
head severely. She was, some respects, emotionally 
undisciplined; for instance, she was pitiably afraid 
thunderstorms that Lincoln would leave his office 
home comfort her when was residing Spring- 
field, when was the White House. She grew 
fearfully afraid prowlers during her husband’s ab- 
sences the legal circuit, and screamed frantically for 
the neighbors come her assistance times when 
she feared the house was being entered interlopers. 
She was restless, and eager move about from place 
place, and she was certainly not the model mother 
whose discipline brooks infraction. But she suited 
Lincoln, and gave him the comfort and assistance 
needed during most his public life. sometimes 
had conceal her deficiences, she had had the 
same. for him, and there least question whether 
his nobility and immense reserves patience might 
have been well developed had not been for her 
lovable, sanguine, childlike temperament, which evoked 
many displays his greatness. 


Using her sources wisely, and weaving together story 
with many ramifications that might easily have 
bogged down mass detail, Mrs. Randall has pre- 
sented such picture Mary Lincoln can hardly 
surpassed. the book has shortcomings, they are 
the same nature Mary’s own—and this the measure 
the greatness this biography. biography ought 
convey far more than information; ought be, 
microcosmic fashion, its character. Mrs. Randall’s 
Mary Lincoln just that; its flavor comes from Mary’s 
testimony that her husband was shot while sat hold- 
ing her hand. After that, she said often and 
pathetically, “the waiting, Abraham Lin- 
coln made her Mary Lincoln, and Ruth Painter Randall 
has brought Mary Lincoln back Abraham 


knew her. 
Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Marshall, Edison Castle the Swamp 


Dell, 1953. 384p. Dell (Original 
Farrar, Straus edition, 1948, reviewed vol. no. 16, 
Nov. 15, 1948.) 


“Lusty” and “bawdy” are two the most overworked 
adjectives our day. Add the word “lush,” and you 
have about got this book. The author seems 


Best SELLERs 


the assumption that anything could happen South 
Carolina pre-Civil War days. Ingredients—an old 
Southern pillared mansion, swamp, lots Spanish 
moss, innocent Beauty, evil-hearted Beauty, tor- 
tured negroes, lame man—throw all together, add 
some snakes and hurricane, season with hatred, re- 
venge and Lots Passion—and there you have it. 
Wonderful for when you want give that intelligence 
yours holiday. 
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